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Notice is hereby given that the waiting list for the Housing Choice Voucher (also known 
as the Section 8 Voucher) Program has been and continues to be OPEN.  The Falmouth 
Housing Authority will move the maintenance of the list from the Massachusetts Centralized 
Waiting List Vendor (GoSection8) to its Administrative Offices located at 115 Scranton Av-
enue, Falmouth, MA  02540.  Effective immediately, applications for the list can be obtained 
at the Administrative Office and/or applications can be submitted online at www.falmouth-
housing.org.  This list is for persons interested in applying for Section 8 or the Mainstream 
Voucher Program.  The Section 8 program increases the affordable housing choices for very 
low-income households by allowing families to choose privately-owned rental housing.  The 
Mainstream Voucher program enables non-elderly families having a person with disabilities 
to lease affordable privately-owed housing of their choice.  Note:  The following lists were 
previously closed and remain closed at this time:  Federal Project-Based (Closed 6/30/17) 
and Federal Public Housing (Closed 7/31/19).  Other OPEN waiting list are as follows:  DIAL 
(Disabled Individual Alternative Living) Federal Vouchers, State Public Housing (CHAMP – 
Common Housing Application for Massachusetts Public Housing), SRO (Section 8 Moderate 
Rehabilitation Single Room Occupancy), and CRHI (Cape Regional Housing Initia-
tive).  Information regarding all programs are available at www.falmouthhousing.org.  
For questions about applying for the Housing Choice Voucher Program, including the Main-
streamVoucher Program, contact (508) 548-1977 - Leslie Pearce or via email to 
lpearce@falmouthhousing.org.

Falmouth Housing Authority
PUBLIC NOTICE

We make your  rep lacement  p ro jec t  eas ie r.

GENE M. MARCHAND/ENTERPRISE

Relatively warm February weather brings a few people out to the 
Shining Sea Bikeway in West Falmouth last Wednesday.

Beacon Hill Roll Call
By BOB KATZEN

Beacon Hill Roll Call records 
votes of local senators and rep-
resentatives from the week of 
February 24-28.

Supplemental Budget (H 4502)—
House 154-0, 37-0, approved a $122 
million fi scal 2020 supplemental 
budget. Key provisions provide 
$15 million for heating energy as-
sistance to help low-income se-
niors, working families and other 
households pay winter heating 
bills. Another item ensures that 
the Healthy Incentives Program 
that provides fruit and vegetables 
to recipients of the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP, formerly food stamp) is 
available all year-round.

Other provisions include $2 mil-
lion for smoking prevention and 
cessation programs; $300,000 for 
the Cannabis Control Commission; 
and $2.8 million for the Early 
Intervention Program for families 
of children up to 3 years of age who 
have developmental difficulties 
because of health or environmen-
tal conditions.

Supporters said the budget is 
necessary to cover expenses and 
to fund various state programs and 
agencies that are running out of 
money. They argued the funding 
refl ects immediate defi ciencies to 
crucial programs that our constit-
uents rely on every day.

Only fi nal approval is needed in 
both branches prior to the mea-
sure going to Gov. Charles D. Baker 
Jr.

(A “Yes” vote is for the budget.)
Rep. Dylan Fernandes—Yes
Rep. Randy Hunt—Yes
Rep. David Vieira—Yes
Sen. Julian Cyr—Yes
Deadline For Filing Amendments 

(H 4507)—On Wednesday, February 
26, the House 120-31, approved a 
motion that set Friday, February 
28, 2020, as the deadline for repre-
sentatives to fi le amendments to 
H 4506, the $600 million tax hike 
bill to pay for improvements in 
the state’s transportation system. 
Provisions include increasing the 
gas tax by 5 cents for most driv-
ers and 9 cents for diesel fuel; in-
creasing the excise tax on jet fuel 
from 5 percent to 7.5 percent; rais-
ing fees on Uber and Lyft rides 
by up to $145 million; requiring 
corporations to pay as much as 
$150 million in higher minimum 
taxes; and eliminating an exemp-
tion for rental car companies that 
has allowed them to avoid paying 
the sales tax on new vehicles pur-
chased in Massachusetts for their 
rental fl eets.

Supporters of the February 28 
(two-day) deadline said the dead-
line gives legislators ample time 
to fi le amendments to this import-
ant bill.

Opponents of the February 28 
deadline said representatives re-
ceived a copy of the legislation 
only hours earlier and argued that 
providing two days to draft and fi le 
amendments is unfair. They said 
Monday, March 2, is a more reason-
able deadline that will give mem-
bers four days to do so.

“We ended the last fiscal year 
with a multi-million dollar surplus, 
our Rainy Day Fund is at an all-
time high of $3.47 billion, the state 
is moving forward with plans to put 
a $2 billion millionaires tax on the 
2022 ballot, and now we’re being 
asked to take up a proposal that 
will raise taxes by another $600 
million,” said Rep. Brad Jones 
(R-North Reading.) “This bill will 
have a signifi cant, long-term fi nan-
cial impact on the state’s taxpay-
ers and the business community. 
In fairness to the members, there 
should be additional time given 
to review the proposal and to fi le 
amendments.”

(A “Yes” vote is for the February 
28 deadline. A “No” vote is against 
it. Please note that this vote is only 
on the deadline for fi ling amend-
ments and is not a vote on the tax 
hikes themselves.)

Rep. Dylan Fernandes—Yes

Rep. Randy Hunt—No
Rep. David Vieir—No
Improvements To Local And 

Regional Public Health System (H 
4503)—House 149-0, approved and 
sent to the Senate a bill to improve 
the delivery of public health ser-
vices through enhanced collabora-
tion between local boards of health 
and regional health districts. A key 
provision creates a State Action for 
Public Health Excellence Program 
to encourage boards of health and 
regional health districts to adopt 
practices that will improve the ef-
fi ciency and effectiveness of the 
delivery of local public health 
services. The program would also 
provide grants to improve these 
health systems and requires not 
less than 33 percent of the grants 
go to cities and towns with a me-
dian household income below the 
state average.

Other provisions include the 
state providing at least four annual 
free public health educational and 
training opportunities to boards 
of health and regional health dis-
trict offi cials; and setting minimum 
standards for local public health 
services.

Each of the state’s 351 cities and 
towns has its own board of health, 
which is designed to ensure many 
health-related items, including 
food safety in restaurants, re-
sponse to public health emergen-
cies, housing code violations and 
water quality at beaches and pools. 
Cities and towns have vastly differ-
ent staffi ng levels and most small 
towns lack a full-time staff.

“Public health departments of 
the 351 communities of the com-
monwealth deal with issues seen 
and unseen across a wide range, 
from water quality and effective 
sanitation to substance use disor-
ders and suicide prevention,” said 
the bill’s co-sponsor Rep. Denise 
Garlick (D-Needham). “These are 
the issues and concerns of the 
quality of life in Massachusetts. 
This bill is vitally important and 
timely given our current concerns 
over emergency preparedness with 
infectious diseases such as… [the 
coronavirus].”

“This legislation will work to-
ward ensuring each resident of the 
commonwealth has access to the 
public health services they need 
to live a healthy life, regardless of 
their zip code or the size of their 
community,” said co-sponsor Rep. 
Hannah Kane (R-Shrewsbury). 
“[The bill] will significantly 
strengthen our local and regional 
health systems by tackling many of 
the fi nancial and operational bur-
dens municipalities face.”

(A “Yes” vote is for the bill.)
Rep. Dylan Fernandes—Yes
Rep. Randy Hunt—Yes
Rep. David Vieira—Yes
ID Cards For Homeless (S 2555)—

Senate 37-0, approved and sent to 
the House legislation that directs 

the Registrar of Motor Vehicles to 
implement a specifi c, burden-free, 
no-cost process for persons expe-
riencing homelessness to obtain 
state identification cards. The 
process would accept alternative 
forms of documentation to prove 
Massachusetts residency since 
homeless people often do not have 
the usual documents necessary.

“State IDs are essential for ev-
eryday life,” said the bill’s spon-
sor, Sen. Harriette Chandler 
(D-Worcester). “Without one you 
can’t get a job, open a bank account 
or access stable housing. Obtaining 
a state ID usually means gather-
ing a few documents, waiting in 
line and paying a small fee. But 
for people experiencing homeless-
ness, especially unaccompanied 
homeless youth, a few documents 
and a fee are insurmountable bar-
riers. The state must implement a 
specifi c, burden-free process for 
the homeless population to obtain 
identifi cation cards. This [bill] is a 
matter of helping people get back 
on their feet and breaking a cycle 
of poverty.”

(A “Yes” vote is for the bill.)
Sen. Julian Cyr—Yes
Persons With Disabilities (S 

2554)–Senate 37-0, approved and 
sent to the House a bill that up-
dates terminology in current state 
law and investigative practices re-
lated to the protection of persons 
with disabilities. The bill replaces 
“disabled person” with “person 
with a disability” and renames 
the Disabled Persons Protection 
Commission, which would now 
be named the Commission for 
the Protection of Persons with 
Disabilities. This independent 
state agency is tasked with pro-
tecting adults with disabilities 
from abuse through investiga-
tion, oversight, public awareness 
and prevention. The commission 
investigates instances of abuse 
committed against persons with 
disabilities between the ages of 18 
and 59 through an act or omission 
of their caregivers.

The bill’s sponsor Sen. John 
Keenan (D-Quincy) said that the 
legislation makes a number of ad-
ministrative changes that will en-
able the commission to streamline 
and enhance operations and in-
crease protections for persons with 
disabilities, including improving 
interagency collaboration for ex-
treme risk cases and codifying an 
expanded defi nition of what con-
stitutes abuse.

“People are not defined by 
the disabilities they may have—
they are so much more,” said the 
bill’s sponsor Sen. John Keenan 
(D-Quincy). “This legislation recog-
nizes that important truth. It places 
the proper emphasis on people in-
stead of their disabilities.”

(A “Yes” vote is for the bill.)
Sen. Julian Cyr—Yes
Video Camera Monitoring 

Systems On School Buses (S 2553)—
Senate 13-24, rejected an amend-
ment that would allow cities and 
towns to install and operate video 
camera monitoring systems, with 
audio-recording capabilities, on 
school buses to catch drivers who 
violate traffi c laws and don’t stop 
when a school bus has its red fl ash-
ing lights on.

All recorded video images ob-
tained through the use of the mon-
itoring system that do not identify 
any violations would be destroyed 
within 30 days. Images that iden-
tify a violation would be destroyed 
within one year. School buses in-
stalled with the monitoring system 
would post signage indicating the 
use of the system.

“While school buses are sta-
tistically the safest way to trans-
port schoolchildren, according 
to National Association for Pupil 
Transportation, between 2008 
and 2017, there were 1,241 peo-
ple killed in school-transporta-
tion-related crashes—an average 
of 128 fatalities per year” said the 
amendment’s sponsor Sen. Diane 
DiZoglio (D-Methuen). “Twenty-two 
other states explicitly allow local 
governments or school districts 
to use cameras to capture images 
and issue tickets for drivers ille-
gally passing stopped school buses, 
with violators subject to fi nes, re-
vocation of driver’s licenses and 
even criminal charges. It is time 
Massachusetts steps it up on this 
issue and passes this important 
public safety legislation, which 
will go a long way in supporting 
efforts to save lives and prevent 
injuries.”

Amendment opponents said the 
underlying bill already allows cit-
ies and towns to install and operate 
video camera monitoring systems, 
on school buses. They noted the 
amendment unnecessarily raises 
fi nes from $25 to $250.

“[This amendment] mainly op-
erated to increase fi nes available 
through camera enforcement,” 

said Sen. Will Brownsberger 
(D-Belmont). “I voted against it be-
cause I feel we should not be im-
posing heavy fi nancial burdens on 
people. I believe the certainty of 
a modest fi ne is enough to reduce 
unsafe driving behavior.”

(A “Yes” vote is for the amend-
ment. A “No” vote is against it.)

Sen. Julian Cyr—No
Also Up On Beacon Hill

Forum On Carbon-Free Greater 
Boston—The State House News 
Forum is sponsoring a forum with 
government and business lead-
ers on Wednesday, March 11, from 
7:30 AM to 10:30 AM on the oppor-
tunities and obstacles for a car-
bon-free Greater Boston, the policy 
challenges ahead and panel dis-
cussions on Expanding Access 
to Direct Renewable Energy 
Sources and New Municipal 
and Institutional Practices and 
Policies. The event will be held 
at MCLE New England, 10 Winter 

Place in Boston.
The organizers say the urgency 

of climate change poses pressing 
challenges for government and 
business. They note that Boston 
has targeted 2050 as the year to 
become carbon-neutral, a goal 
that would require shifting to new 
energy sources and procurement 
practices and setting new effi-
ciency standards. In order to reach 
the carbon-free goal in 30 years, 
policies need to be implemented 
in the short-term, particularly ex-
panding the generation and pro-
curement of renewable energy.

Tickets are only $10. Light re-
freshments will be served. For 
more information and to buy tick-
ets, go to https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/agenda-for-a-carbon-free-
greater-boston-tickets-93818342187.
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